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DEPARTMENT OF STATE FOREIGN SERVICE INSTITUTE 


CLASSICAL ARABIC . THE WRITING SYSTEM 


0. Arabic is customarily written and printed in a special alphabet of its 
own, called the Arabic alphabet, consisting of 28 LETTERS and a number of 
SIGNS. Some of the salient features of this alphabet are as follows: 

1. Arabic is written and printed from right to left. 

2. Normally only the consonants and the long vowels are indicated. 

3. There are no capital letters. 

U. The manner of writing is cursive and most of the letters are 

connected to preceding and following letters within the same word. 

5* Most of the letters have three or more variant shapes, depending 
on whether they are connected to preceding and/or following letters 
or not. 

6. Same, letters are identical in basic form and are distinguished from 
one another by small dots. 

7. The system of writing described here is the handwriting commonly 
used In the Syrian area. In other parts of the Arab world, and in 
Iran, the handwriting styles vary from slightly to considerably 
different. Printing types also vary, some being quite complex 
and ornate* 


1. The alphabet 

The following list shows the letters of the Arabic alphabet in the shape 
they have when they stand alone, that is, not connected to a preceding or 
following letter. This is the order of the alphabet adopted by most 
dictionaries. The signs will be discussed later. 

Usual sound value Arabic name Arabic letter 


b 

t 


’&lif 

b£a? 

taa* 

tfa? 


or 


9 


A 



2 


Usual sound value 

Arabic name 

Arabic 

Letter 

J 

jiim 



£ 

E 

HcLa 7 



L 

X 

xia 9 k 



% 

d 

dial 



a 

5 

dial 



i 

r 

ria 9 



- > 

s 

ziay 



J 

s 

siin 

u- 

or 

LT 

2 

Sxin 

A 

u — • 

or 

• 

»% 

s 

• 

siad 

• 



Kjr 

d 

• 

diad 

• 




t 

• 

tia 9 

• 




5 

• 

§aa 9 





?ayn 



t 

g 

giyn 



• 

t 

f 

fia 9 



<_9 

q 

qiaf 

o 

or 

H 

a 
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Usual sound value 

Arabic name 

Arabic 

Letter 

k 

klaf 

<2^ 

or 

tiJ 

1 

liam 



J 

m 

miim 



r 

n 

nuun 



* 

c_j 

h 

hia? 

O 

or 

* 

w , uu 

wiaw 




y , ii 

yia’ 


or 



The following shows the Arabic letters la their alphabetical order and 
written from right to left. Note the placing of the letters relative to 
the line of writing. 


g~.g~.gr. j.a 


t . L. £ 


.O. o .6. 


r 




2. The following 6 letters are NON-CONNECTORS. They do not form a cursive 
linking to a following letter, though they do connect to a preceding letter 
other than another non-connector . 

I fr &lif is characteristically a vertical stroke 

dial 

J 5ial is exactly like dial, but with one dot above it 
ria’ 

ziay is exactly like ria’, but with one dot above it 
— ? wiaw 


<5 



u 

3* Short vowels 


dir as a 


✓ - ^ 
kjt j 

dlraka 

oJjl 

wlrada 


j j S 

rlzaqa 

<3 33 

wlzara 


' ' ' 

J 

wida?a 

l 

wlraSa 


X ^ - 

lT j j> 

wlzana 

633 

All the above words 
sign indicates that 

show the sign fat H ah above each consonant letter. This 

each consonant is followed by the vowel a* 

vuzina 


r . • 
u J J 

wdriOa 

r » 

** 

wfizira 


' , * 

j ** j 

wddiTa 

** 

rfiziqa 


cJ Jj 
*** 

ddrika 

lij J 

wurida 


> 

j 

dlrisa 

<> ^ : 

All the above words show the sign * d&eaah above the first consonant letter. 
This sign indicates that the consonant is followed by the vowel n. 

All these words also show the sign ^ kasrah below the second consonant 
letter. This sign indicates that the consonant is followed by the vowel i. 

h* Long vowels 




zlala 


jij 

8£aqa 


z&ara 


IV j 

8 lata 

cL» 1 j 

z&ada 


j if 

rlaja 

£ >3 

dlana 


U ‘J 

r£a?a 

t'J 
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ziaga 

t'J 

diara 


dAama 

f' : 

wiana 

l IJ 

riana 

C'J 

5daba 

vl.ll 

• 

riaqa 

c 1 - 

o o 

riama 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign 
followed by an | ’alif . This sequence indicates that 
followed by the long vowel aa. 

fAtiiah immediately 
the consonant is 

ruuHU 


Uu 

> 

j i 

z&uru 

j ^ * 

dAumu 

» » 

d&uru 

> * 

dfiuna 

a ^ i 

dAuju 


rdu?u 



All the above words show a consonant with the sign d&nmah immediately 
followed by a J vdaw. This sequence indicates that the consonant 
is followed by the long rowel uu. 


wAadii 

<-s 5 j'-> 

5£i 

(-5 i 

dAarii 

i; 

zAurii 




dAurii 

i-5 j 




All the above words show a consonant with the sign ^ kSsrah immediately 
followed by a v-5 y£a?. This sequence indicates that the consonant 
is followed by the long vowel ii. 
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5. ? 4li f maqstiurah 


wlraa 

(— S j J 

diraa 

(J JJ 

dawaa 


w£daa 

J i 

d£araa 


r&daa 

l3 j J 



rlwaa 

J> j 


All the above words show a consonant with the sign fit gah immediately 
followed by an undotted <-£y£a?. This sequence indicates that the conson- 
ant is followed by the long vowel aa. 

This way of indicating the long vowel aa occurs only at the end of a 
word. It is called ’dlif maq^uurah. Ton will have to learn individually 
the words that are written with ?£Uf maqstiurah instead of with | ’£lif 
(cf. Section U) as there is no general rule to follow. 


6. Nunation 


rudfodun 

v j * 

J J> J > 

d&arun 

\ ' 

duwalun 

tJi : 

wiaridun 

J J 

wuruudun 

aJ » 9 

J 3 J J 

wiraqun 

O 

O J 3 

w&ari0un 

* 1 " 

, " ^ \ j 

zaw&alun 


wadSaTun 

t ‘SS 

dawiamun 

V ✓ y 

r* \> -> 


All the above words show the sign ** dawaataan ’two dammahs' above the last 
consonant. This sign indicates the ending -un. This sign is also written 
as ° and ** . 
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rtiuHin 

c 

dAah-i n 

o': 

waafin 

c — i * i 

rAa?in 

l \j 

* 

waalin 

J *3 

wAadin 

j'i 

damin 

✓ 

c J 

duwalin 

J S j 

s 

dAarin 


zawAajin 

z i j ; 

All the above words show the sign ^ kasratAan 'two kasrahs* 
last consonant. This sign indicates the ending -in. 

below the 

wAaridan 

s' 

ddaran 

O': 

zuuran 

/ > 
J J 

rud&udan 

0 ; 

wurfiudan 

\* * * 

1 J 

dduran 



All the above words show the sign fatHatdan 'two f amahs' above the last 
consonant. This sign indicates the ending -an. The sign * fatHat&an 
usually occurs with an I ’alif, as in these examples. Note that here the 
letter I ’Alif does not indicate the long vowel aa. 

The n of these endings as well as this method of indicating it is called 
NUNATION; the Arabic term is taiwiin. Nunation occurs only at the end of 
a word. 


rad an 

(3 j ^ 

wAzan 

<-5 J J 

rlwan 

* 

j j 

dawan 

«* c 

C-5 J J 


The above words show the sign ^ fatHataan over a consonant that is immed- 
iately followed by an undotted cS yd a ? . You will have to learn the relatively 
few words that are written this way instead of with an | ’Alif, as there 
is no general rule to follow. 
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7. sukdun 


rly 

o x 

cJ> ^ 

dir bun 

A> O X 

t_» ^ J 

zurtu 

J 0 

J J 

wlznun 


dlrsun 

' o X 

cr ^ j 

zlwjun 


zlr?un 

tJS 

dlwrun 

O x" 

J J 

wly 

a / 

<-5 J 

wlrdun 

o ^ 

-i ^^9 

All the above words 
indicates that the 
jlzmah. 

show the sign ® 
consonant has no 

sukdun above the 
following vowel. 

second consonant . This 
This sign is also called 

8. Slddah 




rlddada 

X ^ 

-J -» J 

dlbbun 

• 

dlallun 

tl > 1 

wlddun 

-J 

zlwvaja 

£i'j 

dllla 

-J j 

zuwvlarun 

\ - f 

Sabbun 

A« ^ 

W « 

wIzzaTa 

* f - 

C 

rlbbun 

- 


All the above words show the sign Slddah over the second consonant. This 
sign indicates that the consonant is doubled. The process of doubling a con- 
sonant is called taSdiid and this term is also used to refer to the sign. 
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9. Non-connectors following another letter 

The letter J 14am, when connected to a following letter only, has the 
form J . This letter will be discussed in detail in Section lit. 


1 . 1 connected to d 



■ «»•» 

• 

lidaa 

U Udaga 

t'J 

wiladun 

5 wdladat 

.LilJ 

2 . 1 connected to 5 

li&afa 

£ U U85a 

y 

liSaba 

< » jJ l£3ima 

• 

fJ 

3* 1 connected to r 

lirlbbin 

7 -* lirfiafin 

cu 


*s- 


lirduHin 

U. 1 connected to z 

^ lirlzqin 

" 

llzima 

' . j 

# 

-* * i 

liziamon 

l 

zilzala 

* 0 

1 connected to w 



llw 

** 

^ llwnun 


I4wwa6a 

s’ 

< — llwnun 

oJJ 
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6. 1 connected to has a special form 


zialaa 


Ida 

X* 

duwalan 

^ J -i 

ldaaa 

ts> 

dalialun 


ldazama 

r 


10. Connected letters 

Most of the letters have three or more variant shapes, depending on their 
position in a sequence of letters, that is, Whether they stand at the be- 
ginning, in the middle, or at the end of the sequence, or stand alone. 

Many letters, when standing at the end of a sequence or alone, have a var- 
iant with a flourishing final stroke. The variant with the flourish is 
often quite different from the other variants of the same letter. 

In the following sections each letter will be taken up separately and the 
variant shapes will be given in the following order. 

1. Connected to the following letter only. 

2. Connected to the preceding and following letters. 

3. Connected to the preceding letter only. 

U. Standing alone. 


11. The letter <j — siin is characteristically a series of three upward 
pointed strokes. In handwriting the thred upward strokes are usually 
omitted and the letter is a horizontal straight line. 


1. 3- 

connected to the following 

letter only 




sud&udun J j - 

sirra 

slwaa 


sdawaa 

sdara 


rastiulun 



u5iLl 







2. -s- connected to the preceding and following letters 


lisirdajin 

lisuuqin 



lis&ddin 



3. -s connected to the preceding 


d&Llasa 



h. s standing alone 
lavwiasun 



dnrfiusun 



* * 


Additional examples. 



lisianun 

l^sada 

lAsaa 

letter only 

l£ssa 

dissasa 

sSadism 

d&psun 
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12. The letter U Siin has the same basic form as the letter V" siin, 
but with the addition of three dots above it. In handwriting the dots are 
usually connected, forming a small tent-like mark. 


1. 5- connected to the following letter only 

0 C ' 

Uddat 

<■ » i A - 

Sdaraka 

S&r^un 

y> . >- 

s* y 

m a 

ScLrafun 

Sawqun 

O x — 

Sirqin 

2. -3- connected to 

the preceding 

and fallowing 

li34ariV in 

L5J 

\^_U 

liSAwqin 

lASwan 

liSirafin 

3. -3 connected to the preceding letter only 

ld33a 

U. S standing alone 


vSraSa 

riSAafcun 



r&SSa 

l£a§a 




O <\ 





Additional, examples. 
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13. The letter ci^kiaf is characteristically a vertical stroke with a 
slanting line connecting to the top from the right. 

1. k- connected to the following letter only 


k£5aa 

•If 

Sdkara 

A 

kSrrama 

' C 

kir&amun 


w£kadat 

• ^ 

kiwnun 

O Jh 

2. -k- 

connected to the preceding 

and following letters 


sukfiutin 

lakaSa 

V 

— -Jj' J 
* ^ 

S'dkran 

snkdunun 

S 's'* 

V 

6>-i- 

Sakara 

' jC * 

jr* 

sfikkarun 


3. -k 

connected to the preceding letter only 


sikakun 

S' 

Sikka 

£ ^ 
dLL- 1- 

wSSkun 

\ ■> - 
cLx i $ 

lika 

✓ •" 

dJJ 

U. k standing alone 

diraka J J 

Sokfrukun 


S&rraka 

<_ * Jj' * . 

Slaka 

clj'i 



m 


|>« k4af plus ’4lif has a special form 


rukkAabun 

% 

kiana. 

^ - 

S4kkan 


sukkianun 



Additional examples. 



lU. The letter <J 14am is characteristically a vertical stroke. It differs 
from j ? 4,11, f chiefly by connecting to a following letter. 

1. 1- connected to the following letter only 


1463a 

D 

liw 


l,4wnin 

ojJ 

l4zima 





\ ' ' 

liama 


vlladan 


2. -1- 

connected to the preceding 

and following letters 


sulfiukun 

cJL-)jA—- — 

sllkun 


s4lisa 


riasalaa 

* 





8il4&Hun 


sAlaka 




IS 


3. -1 connected to the preceding letter only 


raasala 

O-^'J 

rdsulin 

.Kv 

< 5 - 

U. 1 standing alone 


rasdulun 


duwalin 

J J J 

5. 14am immediately preceded by k£af 

•f 

Siklun 

Siakilun 


kHlada 

• ^ * 

i y 


Additional examples. 


✓ 



sil 

\yr. 

silla 

~ \ ■— 

dllla 

SJj 

zAala 

'J'j 

has a special form 


kullu 

-y 

kaliamun 

?Jr 

Sakkalaa 

s' 

s ** 

D'j 

n 



\£l 

^cx 


15. The letter {-• miim is characteristically a small circle, often merely 
a dot or a downward break in the line. 


1. m- connected to the following letter only 



^ 

Jr- 

s' 


mirkazun 


miwridun 
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maklantxn 

ofcL 

mladin 

• 

Lr^lJ 

maSrfiuTun 


marlakizu 


mirrat 

m 

Jala 

L' 

2. -m- connected to the preceding 

and following letters 


Simlalan 

✓- 

l&nraaa 

liT 

karala 


mamlaliku 


Slmsun 

o a 

s Inman 

S' 

l ^ 


3. -m connected to the preceding letter only 


14m 

miwsinnm. 

rILsmin 

U* m standing alone 

marsunmtm 

llama 


f 4 


s&nmun 

slllama 

llkum 


r 


c 




Additional examples. 

J~T Lr* 


r 


sallaimm 

kirlamun 

J ^ JL 


t \ ' 

-i >- 


JL' 




v>^ 


r- 


^ i - 


r 


lp' 


XlL: 

* 

\_jL 
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16 » The letter ‘ baa*? is characteristically an upward tooth-like stroke 
with one dot below it. 


1. b- connected to the following letter only 


baSSarat 


balAagun 




bikura 


barlamlani 




bddwun 


** a — 

J JU 


biliadun 




2. -b- connected to the preceding and following letters 


lAbisa 


kfibraa 




kibdarun 


stibulin 


sAbban 


mubAaSirun 


* . \ > 


3* -b connected to the preceding letter only 


wArkabun 


sAbabin 


sAlbin 


rfikiba 


U. b standing alone 


bSabun 


dirbun 


^ -i 


Slriba 


k455aba 


Additional examples. 


.LIT 




S’ 
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17* The letter C— 5 yaa’ is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with two 
dots below it. In handwriting the two dots are usually connected, forming 
a short horizontal stroke. 

1. y- connected to the following letter only 


Sadlidun 

-L- J-.t- 
* /■ 

yawmun 


yakuunu 


yadliuru 

J J JU 

yusalliarduna 

. 

bariidun 

S 

yasuuduhu 

■* > 3 

o u — t 

yazlidu 

, " 

✓ 

2. -y- connected to the preceding and 

following letters 


sSyyidun 

'XL-Z. 

vv 

s 

yawalyyan 

- , 

miilladun 

«* 

liysa 

<J-~> 

maydianun 

<_> j-*-* 

kabiirun 

S 


3. -y connected to the preceding letter only 

z ^ e 


k£y 


rasmfyyun 


malaklyyun 


y&rmii 


maaliyyin 

CsiU 

* 

siyaaslyyun 


U. y standing alone 



markasiyyin 

Mi ^ 

baladlyyun 

*» • 

wuddlyyun 

(J 

yddrii 

ju 

mv ^ wv 

baSariyyon 

A* S ^ 

barrlyyun 

W >- M* 
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Additional examples . 


* 



18. The letter CJ ndun is characteristically a tooth-like stroke with 
one dot above it. 


1. n- connected to the following letter only 


naadln 

-> lj niSarat 

❖ 

« ^ 

n&zala 

-) Li 

yJ -S'* nuwwiabun 

^ I-/ 

c — » L>-» 

« 

naw&aain 

V> 

C. niala 

'Jb' 

naSdatun 

\ , b n£za?a 

I'J 


2. -n- connected to the preceding and following letters 


yanzil&una 


yanSuru 

* 0 •** 

A . 

j — — ■— *-> 

m&azilin 


banlahu 

O L..J 

mnmdaslbtm 

» ^ 

manduubun 

A> ■» O 

C > ^ 

« 

3. -n connected to 

the preceding 

letter only 


yumkiira 


lain 

0 

'-C 

sikana 


blyna 

O 

Oli 

✓ 

lin 

& 

aikkana 
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U. n standing alone 


muduni 

* 

u jj. 

yak&inu 

(jjrt 

bayAanun 

V 

% 

u 

li; 

makAanun 

6 16 

miizAanin 

> \ 
u 

* 

sinuuna 


5. The sequence written as nb 

is often 

pronounced as mb. 

as follows: 

O 


minbarun 

or 

mimbarun 



yAnbusu 

or 

yAmbusu 

0 * 

* * * 

V 


SAnbun 

or 

Sambun 


Additional examples. 





O ^ 

Cr 


cn-f 






'J, b 


s w s , 


+* 1 ^ X* 

0 


19. The letter d-i tAa’ is characteristically a tooth- like stroke with two 
dots above it. In handwriting the two dots are usually connected, forming 
a short horizontal stroke. 


1* t- connected to 

the following 

letter only 


tadblirtm 

V 0 ^ 

** 

taliwnaa 

\Sd 

taxnma 

J „ 

tamaaman 


tASkuru 

^ Jf ? r 

^ jo 

tilka 

x 0 

<_iit 
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2. -t- 

connected to the preceding and 

following letters 

mataa 

C " 

tamtSddu 


^ ^ 0 ^ 


taStirikn 

^ ^ ^ w A Wk 

dawlatiani 

yatiiarau 

V 

t^truku 

y&tluu 

Jir 

^ M 

tut Omnium 


3. -t connected to the preceding letter only 



« ^ ^ 
w* ** w* 


timmat 


naalat 

kianat 

t ~—li \> 

dfirisat 

l&stu 


t&rakat 

b&ytun 

-** « ^ 

»> ^ 
v* • 

kfintu 


U. t standing alone 


sayyaariatun 

mdrrat 

ziadat 


l W * 


O 


M • 

3 V 




5-fikirat 

zrdrtu 

sayyidiatun 


^ 



c 






* £ - 


kalimiatin 


vlddat 
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Additional examples. 



A 

20. The letter < — * 0aa’ is characteristically a tooth- like stroke vith three 
dots above it. In handwriting the three dots are usually connected, forming 
a tent-like mark. 

1. 0- connected to the following letter only 


©Aaninun 


Qianin 

61: 




> 

OAmanan 


Otinma 

w A 

r: 

dibbata 

w _ 

©uwwiarin 

\ C A 

<■ 

2. -6- connected to the preceding 

and following letters 


miiSiaqun 

5ii~ 

*£01un 


taaQiilun 


ka0lirun 


yfiObitu 

' l* 

mumA90ilin 


% ^ 
s' 

+ 

3. -© connected to the preceding 

letter only 





s' 

makaQa 

t A 1 ✓ 

b£@0a 

t A ^ ! 

• 

0dl0un 

ijs 

©AaliOun 
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U* d standing alone 


lAwvaGa 

wAari0in 

Additional examples. 





7 

A > 




vAriOa 

yAriOu 




\ i >- 

^ ^ ^ 

o Avl3 


21. The letter O hAa’ does not hare any one characteristic form, 
1. hr* connected to the following letter only 


bilAaduhaa 

hAammin 

SahAbtu 


lAhaa 

yuhlmmi 

maShfraran 

lAhum 


U> 

V 

fU 

O-J<0 j 



hlya 

hAnaa 

hunAaka 


SAhrun 
taaahiidiyyun 
tahtAramu 
bihaa 




^ ° A 



k 


2. -hr- connected to the preceding and following letters 

k 



2U 


3. -h comected to the preceding letter only 


naSarAthu 

> ° " 

sallaraAthu 

J 0 C 

ffllnhu 

> « 

s' 

U. h standing alone 


banAahu 

ia 

yasAuduhu 

o J %-Ljf 

vs 


Additional examples. 

o U- 





lahu 

ki 

malikuhu 

\ Hr 

yASbahu 

w* 1 11 ^ 

* 


* * 

murAurihi 

0 J 

/• ^ 

yAkrahu 

V 

i r °- 

o ^ ^ ^ 


_u3 

*■* 

^ •» \ A° 

o — J 

j!^3 



22. tAa 9 marbAutah 
• 

siyAasatan 

<#• 

^ >> \s~ 

» 

dAwlatun 

^ I o 

SArikatnn 

y ' 

✓* 

biziyAaratin 

%% 1 — * 
QsJ u 
•S- * s i— 

kAli matin 


mAddatan 

** £ 

*» > 
o _u. 

nASratun 

** • 

o A '» 

sayyAarattm 


wizAaratin 

* "\" a 
o >1 

tamhiidiyyatan 

* <■ 

'r w m 

««■* 



maShluratun 


o 


madiinatun 




All the above words end in the composite letter O tla 9 marbuutah, which is 
composed of the letter o haa 9 plus the two dots of the letter tla 9 . 

This composite letter represents the phoneme t. The taa 9 marbuutah occurs 
only at the end of a word. Note that the sign ^ fatHatlan is placed im- 
mediately above the 3 taa 9 marb&rljah, with no accompanying 9 llif (cf. Section 6). 


Additional examples. 



S* 



23. hlmzah with 9 4lif 

The sign * 'hlmzah represents the phoneme 9 . It is characteristically a 
small hook-like figure and often appears together with an accompanying 
| 9 llif , as in the following examples. Note that in such cases the \ 9 alif 
merely serves as a support for the * h&azah and does not indicate the 
long vowel aa. The writing of hamzah is taken up in detail in Section 36. 


1. hlmzah at the beginning of a word 


9 i2rlafun 

V i w 

S~ 

S 

’In 

9 ilaa 


9 amsi 

’unrdurun 

I*- 1 

’Iwwali 

’ustlaSun 

i \L-Ji 

9 a5laTa 

’umamin 

S 
s’ S 

r 1 

9 inna 

’usbfiuTun 

1 

’isllamun 
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All the above words show the sign -* hfimzah with an accompanying I ? &Lif . 
Note that in these words the phoneme ’ is (1) at the beginning of a word 
and (2) is immediately followed by a short vowel. Note fchat the sign f 
hixazah is above the | ’Alif if the following vowel is a or u, and below 
it if the following vowel is i. 


2. hlmzah in the middle of a word 


1 ^ V ’ / 


tis’alu 


ri’ynn 

eS \j 

mas’Alatun 

^ ' 's 

Si’nun 

o 

'**. i ^ 

u Li_ 

bida’at 

° \ s ' 

• 

ri’san 

o 

t_v 

sa’Altn 


ta’nlimm 

O 

+* r 

l*-L; 

ta’ikkada 


ta’kiidun 

/% 

U \s 




- / 

All the above words 

show the sign * 

hlmzah over an 1 ’filif . 

Note that in 


these words the phoneme ’ is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is either 
preceded or followed by short a — but net by i or n. 


Additional examples. 



2Lu The letter < 9 f&a? is characteristically a small loop with a single 

dot above it. 


1. f- connected to the following letter only 




fiih&a 


fiazat 


0 
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vltfdin 

faarisiyytm 

falliaHtua 



til 

siafara 


firraga 


2. -f- connected to the preceding and following letters 


kifalat 


yaf&izu 


nifsihi 

’alfda^un 


O ** 



safiirun 

taf&ahumin 


3« -f connected to the preceding letter only 

- r 

tata’Sllafa <— ^ ’Slifun 


cs» 



- ? 
< — oJ I 


s&alifun 

ta’llifin 



U. f standing alone 


s&wfa 

’dSrafa 



kallafa 

’ilt&ffa 

kiafin 

’iSriafun 
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25. The letter O q£af is basically a small loop like < — 9 f£a' ? but with 
two dots above it. 

1. q- connected to the following letter only 


qid 

P H 

Jl3 

qiaroa 


qiddama 

^ vs 

r - 13 

qariaran 


qibla 


qtjwwatun 

A# " -» 

0>» 

flrqatun 

*» <■* c • 

Sirqan 

Ls 

2. -q- connected to the preceding 

and following letters 


’ilqaa 


taqiddamat 

0 ^ 

v »■* W »» ** 

V — 14J 

taqriiruhum 

A* 0 ^ 

’istiqlaalun 

D. jlii—i- 1 

maqaal£atihi 


’alqawlu 

I o ^ 

> 1 * V ■ * 

| 


3. -q connected to the preceding letter only 


sibaqa 

< 

wiafaqa 


’anfiqun 

/J ^ 

** « * 

or, ' 

- V- 

saabiqun 

S’ 

tafriiqin 

• 

vs « V* 

’ittafaqa 

W 

V% « H . 

* 

h. q standing alone 

mawO&xqun 

jSS a- 

aJ ^ ^ 

O 

**ittifaaqun 

olifi 

yufarriqu 


saaqa 

— - 

s 

»-s , 

o Lr. 

’aswiaqun 

^ I x 0 *" 

o V*- 2 - \ 

niflaqun 

< . r. 
OUj 

y 
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Additional examples 


u>> i 


20 


A-cJ Jl3 



"KJliuL J 


ini: 

iilft 


(. -<-3 j 


26. The letter jxim is characteristically a wedge-shaped letter with one 
dot below it. Note that a preceding letter connects to it from above and to 
the right. 

1, j- connected to the following letter only 


jadiidatun 

v, " 

O -Lj _X,.A 

VA t 

jibaalun 

Jt-a 

** 

jaraa 


jiddan 

1 - 
1 -Od 
• 

jalsatuhaa 


wa’ajaabahu 

• • 

’istd’jara 


jawwiyyun 



2. -j- connected to the preceding and following letters 


tattajihu 

fayajlisduna 

’aljalsatu 


w x* 


t o 


natfijatin 

lijnatun 

’almajlisu 


3. -j connected to the preceding letter only 

^ i o " 

barnaamaju £ r* y nas£ijin 

<9 

tatwiijin 2? yvntl ju 


J—l \&\ 


£ 


* 9 


zr- 
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muntajin 

U. j standing alone 
vataziwwaja 



yanfariju 

Additional examples . 






tadriijun 


tadarrujun 

mansuujin 




ws X 

O 


«» * 
* \ 









> j 


<? 11;' i 

5 

A> ^ 

£ 


21. The letter ^ sia’ is exactly like jiim but has no dots. 
1. h- connected to the following letter only 


Hizbihi 

O 

w 

H&rbun 

^ " 

Hattaa 

UT* 

HadiiOun 

JL4 

H&malat 

o ^ ^ / 

*iqtiraaH&atun 

+* 1/** . 
i* J La. i^K-d 1 

Haflituhum 


Hukfiumatun 



2. -H- connected to the preceding and following letters 


tasCidduhu 


’alsuruubu 

tuHibbu 


> ^ : 
O X&* 



J •» 



’alrarakatu 

wabiHadat 

’albinru 








I 
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3. -h connected to the 

tasmami 

minaHa 


preceding letter only 



DioraSSaHun 



’iftataHa 


tas&lluHin 

U. h standing alone 

’iqt&raaa 

rfiuHin 

nawiaiiin 

Additional examples. 



raSSaHa 

maftfiuHun 

silaamin 

’iftitiaHun 






%» « 

r^j 

w 

A 

£ JJ 



CliJ! 

- 3 





28. The letter xia’ is exactly like £ jiim but with one dot above it. 
1. x- connected to the following letter only 


’al’axbiaru 


xibarun 


’AxaSat 

• -- •”? 

/ ^ * • I 

( * 1 

xilAafan 

kju 

naaxibtiuna. 

6^b' 

’axiiran 

* * 

xaarijiyyatun 

/» 

<* ^ i 

xarajaa 

u> 

# 
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2. -x- connected to the preceding and following letters 


bixayrin 



sayaxruju 


’ittaxaSat 

muxtilifatun 



’intaxaba 

’alxiassu 

• • 



3. -x connected to the preceding letter only 


taarlirun 

^ ^ A 

Sayxun 

Samaxa 

> 

tarsiixin 

yarsuxu 

< * ^ 

maslaxun 

U. x standing alone 

A* 


Suyunxun 

' > 

C 

’irraxa 

’axun 

Ci 

rustraxin 


Additional examples. 




_ ° j 

I 


29. middah 



S 



ra’aahn 


’aaeiarun 
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’alqur’Aanu 

6 L>Ji 

i " 

’al’iana 

t 

ta’&amara 

^b 

lir 

’£atin 

S-T 

bada’aa 

’al’aaxaru 

__ — 

’Aaxa5a 

_LI 1 

’aalaafun 

c 3 | 


All the above words show the sign maddah over an I ’alif. This com- 
posite letter indicates the sequence ’ followed by the long vowel aa. This 
method of indicating the sequence ’aa is used when the phoneme ’ is (1) at 
the beginning of a word or (2) is within a word and preceded by a consonant 
or by the vowel a. 

Additional examples. 



30. The letter ?£yn is characteristically a small flattened loop. 


1. T- 

connected to the following letter only 


dafat 


Taadatan 

S-M - 

o -i Lx 

z' ° 

1 i c ^-1 

?£nda 

JuU-C 

mawTidan 



« 

Virabun 

-v» 

?£qadat 

< -i c 


Talaa 


’iTlaanun 

6^-bc 1 



2. -Y- connected to the preceding and following letters 


’alY arabiyyu 

* X 

yaYrifuuna 

< o ' 

** 

taYaawunan 


SaYbun 

^ o ^ 

^ . A 

• 


O v< 1* 


* ^ - n 

s ami? turn 


taY iiSu 

u 

baYda 

'o' 

Jo*_J 

% 

sayaYuudu 

^ ^ 

3. -Y connected to 

the preceding 

letter only 


manaYa 


jaxniiYun 


yuSiiY u 


wdqaYa 

£\S 

tajtamiYu 

- ^ O ** 

maYa 

c 

l*. Y standing alone 



’ijtimaaYin 

£l^°l 

’aSaaYa 

V JI 

SiraaYun 

> . 
c 

SaariYun 

b^li- 

satuS&aYu 


nawYin 



Additional examples 


L‘\ 
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31. The letter ^ gayn is exactly like C- Viyn but with one dot above it. 
1. g- connected to the following letter only 


gadan 


gayruhaa 


’ag£aSa 

1\1\ 

glayatan 

h U 

garban 

• 

’agnaamun 


2. -g- connected to the preceding and following letters 


lugatun 

Vil 

’algtirfatu 

-» ^ * 0 

1 

magluutun 


yastdgilu 

• ' 

yfigliqu 

o±: 

balaganii 

tsr-i' 

IT " 1 

3. -g connected to the preceding letter only 


mabialigu 


*?alm£blagu 

■» ' « " 

tafriigun 


tabliigin 

❖ 

U. g standing alone 



A) 

faraga 


buluugun 

* ^ 

s&aga 


ydfrigu 

/ * 

/ 

Additional examples. 




^ w 

* M 


d!> 






• ^ / / 

« ~ 1 ■ 
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32. The letter taa’ is characteristically an egg-shaped loop with a 
vertical stroke above it. 

1. t- connected to the following letter only 


watanun 

• 


tariiquhu 

^ > r 

** "V 

■fcabiifiyyan 

❖ 

^ v* * 

’itlaqa 

^ ''O 

’ataaqa 

✓ ^ 

o U* t 

tayyaaraatun 


2. -t~ connected to 

• 

the preceding 

and following letters 


sultatnn 

- 

tatawwuran 

• 

.<5* * r' ^ 

’Ifrtaa 

• 


mataarun 

• 

iLL' 

yaqtaTuhaa 


maa&ttatun 
• • 



3. -t connected to the preceding letter only 


V 

f&qat 

Jkii 

n&ftun 

• 

lL r 

’alwasatu 

• 


xattun 

• • 

!kl 

mu? iitun 

• 


’al’awsatu 

• 

* \ ^ O J ° * 

j> _U I 

U. t standing alone 




liSartin 

* 

'’inaitiatun 
• • 

<o ^ o 

J>Lk^ 1 

-- J 

naSiatin 

• 


xuttiutun 
• • 


’agliatun 

+2 ^ O J 

1 

’aaaata 

• 

iul 
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Additional examples. 


V* 

* G S 


C-S^ \ 

> ° y 

i w 

'XS il 

U- 0 - 


Jiii 


33. The letter J5 Saa 7 is exactly like t^a' 5 but with one dot above it. 
1. 8- connected to the following letter only 


Suruufun 

• 

> 

< — 9 ^ 

Sahara 

• 


manaaSiru 

• 


Baahiratun 


5£llat 

• 

O'*'."' 

< ** -. 1 -^=» 

muwa55afuuna 

• • 

« . w 

< 

2. connected to 

the preceding 

and following letters 


ni§aamun 


’inta^arat 

0 1 * 0 

, - . | 

J 

HaafaSat 

• 

iJkiU 

rrrunaSSairiatun 

KJLL' 

ma§5ahiru 

U^- 

7 aSliman 

* ^ 

3. -§ connected to 

the preceding 

letter only 


’istifa^a 


lAaaaSa 

• 

JsIjj 

yuH aaf i§u 

^Li\s( 

galii&un 
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U« 3 standing alone 


> 


Hu^uSin 

* 

’iHtifaa^un 

\JL)la 1 

/ s 

’alfiaSnn 

JiUJ l 

malfuufom 


Additional examples. 

. 



r 1 ** V 

" i 

< qj 

0 w " 
- • 


rr 


V ^ a 

r i^> 


aJ ' v' 

*jyt£ 



3U. The letter §4ad is characteristically a small egg-shaped loop 
with a small tooth-like mark following the loop. 


1 . 5 - connected to the following letter only 


’alTaasimatu 

sarrana 

wasalat 



§aadiriatun 

§aHii*un 

la’asbana 


2 . -5- connected to the preceding and following letters 

** 1 7 »! I 

* iqt i s aadiyytm C-S ^ L-tfauLa j tasrliaan 

ma^aaniVu ^ < g -* ’ittlsala 

, • - ? 'T 

j misdarun 


✓ 


»* 


**• 

O*^ 1 


_ > 


“’alfisru 
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3. -§ connected, to the preceding letter only 


x£ssa$a 

Hisasun 

• • 





Saxsin 

yaguusu 


U* s standing alone 
?a3xaasun 



xusuusm 

Additional examples. 





barasun 

Hirsun 





O 



> ^ - 




<JF. st 


o' 


j * * 

w 



35* The letter o^daad is exactly like kj^ 2 3 saad but with one dot above it. 


1. d- connected to the following letter only 


dlddun 

e 

mavduuYun 

wudiTa 






dagtun 

’almaadii 

muT aaridatun 


v 

W> 


2. -d- connected to the preceding and following letters 

’lydan 1— <S2-> I qadiyyatun 

H^darahaa U>j^ 

Tudwun 


> ° r 

or?UJ i 


*» ^ 

*» w . *» 



madaa 

3. -d 

baTdun 

nadda 

• • 


c 


h adratukum 


connected to the preceding letter only 


</ x 


? arlidun 
Hadiidun 


U. d standing alone 


’araadin 

• 

ta? arrudun 

• 1 ^ t 

u i 
*• 

U*jr*-* 

’ardun 

• 

maTridun 

• 

Additional examples. 



of 

U^J 3 



^ ’ ' * 

> _ > 

X ' * ° * 


Cw 

° i 

J 

z' 


^ • • " 


u J *J\ 



~ o ' 

cr ^ 

w 




3 6. hlimzah 


This section takes up in detail the discussion of the sign f hamzah that 
was begun in Section 23. The sign $ hebnzah, which represents the phoneme 
may occur alone or together with one of three other letters. How it is 
written in any given word depends upon (1) where the phoneme ’ comes in the 
word and (2) what vowel or vowels precede and/or follow it. ,, 


The letter with which the sign 
kursiyy ’seat’ of the hamzah. 




$ hamzah occurs is called the 
There are three such seats, as follows: 


1. An undotted ya a? 

2. A waaw 

3. An l ’alif 


A fourth way is hamzah alone without a seat 



These four ways of writing the sign * hamzah are taken up in the following 
sections (36.1-5). Note that the letters used as seats have no sound value. 


36.1 hAmzah with yaa 9 
1. ’in the middle of a word 


laaji’fiuna 

yuhaddi’uuna 

nataa’iju 

naa’ibun 
qda’ inrun 
suu’ilat 





sti’imat 

su’ilat 

bi’run 

jf’tu 

ra’lisun 

ri’aasatan 



o ^ 



✓ 


All the above words show the sign * h&nzah above an undotted <-5 y&a’. 
Note that in these words the phoneme ’is (1) in the middle of a word 
and (2) is preceded or followed by the vowel i. 


2. ’at the end of a word 


SawAati’u 

6 ^ 

hidi’a 


laaji’un 


xati’a 

• 


haadi’in 


yubti’u 



All the above words show the sign * hamzah above an undotted t-S y£a’. 
Note that in these words the phoneme ’is (1) the last consonant in the 
word and (2) is preceded by the short vowel i. 



36.2 hamzah with wiaw 
1. ’in the middle of a word 


^ O 


mu’allifun 

s 

mu’tamarun 


yu’£80iru 

J \ ** 

mas’uulun 


yu’addii 


Su’uunun 

^ 

• » A 

O 3 3 

su’aalun 

"J'S-S- 

ba’usa 

i ' 

tafaa’ulan 


yahda’uuna 

< '* * 0 s 


All the above words show the sign ■* hamzah above a 3 waaw. Note that 
in these words the phoneme ’ is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is 
preceded or followed by the vowel u — but not by the vowel i. 


2. ’at the end of a word 





yajru’u 

>yj£ 

bitu’a 

• 

jaru’a 


maru’a 







All the above words show the sign ■* hamzah above a 3 waaw. Note that 
in these words the phoneme ’ is (1) the last consonant in the word and 
(2) is preceded by short u. 


36.3 hamzah with ’alif 


1. ’ at the beginning of a word 


’ujjilat 


> 



3 

S 




’idnaa 


* o * 
^ J \ 



» » 


’uxraa 


’ajaaba 



U3 


’istawrada 


’iiGaarun 


*iijaadun 



» t 


’uulaa 


’uujida 



’intihaa 


J,\ 

7 

* 


M » I 

lSTS-> I 


All the above words show the sign * hamzah with an \ ’alif. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ’ is (l) at the beginning of a word and (2) is 
followed by both long and short vowels except long aa (for which see Section 
29). In such words the sign s hamzah is above the | ’alif if the next 
vowel is a or u, and below it if the next vowel is i. 


2. ’in the middle of a word 

9 


tis’alu 

mas’alatun 

> * 

J \ 0 

*JLJLT 

qarS’tum 

ta’miinun 

® <* V. 

r'f 

dr- b 

ta’Sllafa 

w * 

ya’xuSu 

© 

J-A L» 


S’ 

0 f 

1 ✓ 

<-La'ju 

« 


- ; - 

bada’at 

34’nun 

6 Li_ 

laja’at 

1 

mi’wan 

0 

❖ y s 

Cj> $ L 


All the above words 3how the sign * himzah -over an t . ’alif . Note that in 
these words the phoneme ’ is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is preceded 
or followed by short a (for long aa see Section 29) — but not by the 
vowels i or u. 


3. ’ at the end of a word 



•J - r 


’abta’a 

• 

L^i 

bada’a 


- 


ldja’a 

\2 

\ 

nabda’u 

raila’a 


’ibtada’a 


\ 


\ 


JuJ 


'l 

I 





I 


aii 


yahda’u 



yuqra’u 


> 

s 


\ 


« 

/• »> 



All the above words show the sign * himzah above an \ ’Alif. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ’ is (l) the last consonant in the word and (2) is 
preceded by short a. 


36. a h&mzah standing alone 
1. ’in the middle of a word 


taSAa’ama 


saa’ala 

g;i 

’isia’atun 


laa’ama 


jaa’at 


tasaa’ala 



All the above words show the sign * hamzah standing alone. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ’ is (1) in the middle of a word and (2) is pre- 
ceded by long aa and followed by short a. 


2. ’ at the 

end of a word 



batii’un 

• 

IsV 

wuzarAa’u 


bad’un 

0 s 

s JU - 

t 

masda’an 

> \ ~T 

SAy’un 

** 

jla’a 

sU 

huduu’un 

JjjJ) 

’ijraa’in 

c 


All the above words show the sign * hAmzah standing alone. Note that in 
these words the phoneme ’ is (1) the last consonant in the word and (2) is 
preceded by a long vowel or by a consonant. The sign ^ fataatian is 
usually written above such a s hamzah, as in the second example in the 
right-hand column, but may also be accompanied by an | ’alif as described 
in Section 6. 





3 6 .$ Variant writings of hamzah 


Say 9 an 


or 

f . 

1 tL±.. 

hay’atun 

„ -i s 

oliO 

or 

•k 

ru 9 iya 

"c * * 

or 


ml’atun 

yJ * 

oL 

or 

** 

’ijraa’xyyun 

&,'>• i 

or 

AJ c 

w JL \ " • \ 

taf&a 9 ulun 

"J U; 

or 



The above words show certain variants in the writing of the sign * hamzah. 
The representation of the phoneme "> is complicated by historical considera- 
tions and not all dictionaries and texts show complete consistency. The 
variants usually occur when the phoneme 9 is the last consonant in the word 
or comes before certain endings. In your reading you may expect to find 
variations that do not precisely agree with the system as set forth here* 

Additional examples of the writing of the sign > h&nzah. 




U6 

37. A special way of indicating long 

aa 


liSAalika 

dill 

/ s 

hAaSaa 

'ii 

kaSialika 

dll 

hAa&ihi 

o j-jQ 

laakinna 


haa’ulAa’i 


’alliahu 
• • 

1 0 
\JJI 

haakaSaa 

'll 

lillAahi 

\ 

W 

54 

Saalika 

dUi 


All the above words show an I *£lif , indicating the long vowel aa, placed 
above a consonant, instead of following it (cf. Section U. ). There are 
only a few words written in this way; these are the most common. 

Note that there is no special letter in the Arabic alphabet to indicate 
the phoneme \ (the next to the last example in the left-hand column). 


38. Pause forms 

If you have been working through this material with an educated native 
speaker of Arabic, you have probably noticed that he does not always 
pronounce the same word in the same way. Such modifications in pron- 
unciation typically involve the omission of final short vowels and mut- 
ation (cf. Section 6.). We call a form of a word modified in this way 
a PAUSE FORM. 

A pause form is characteristically shorter than the FULL FORM of the 
same word. Pause forms occur typically at the end of a sentence, and 
in the pronunciation of single words in isolation, especially if such 
words commonly stand at the end of sentences. Within sentences pause 
forms may occur at the end of a phrase. Where pause forms are used 
within a sentence, and how often they occur, varies with different speak- 
ers and apparently depends upon the style of reading. This means that 
the same speaker will often read the same passage differently on differ- 
ent occasions. 

The following examples will illustrate the modifications that occur to 
produce pause forms. Note especially that Arabic words are always written 
in their full form; the pause forms must be supplied by the reader. 



1. Words ending in tla’ marbdutah 


PAUSE FORM 

FULL FORM 

A* 

jadlidah 

jadlidatun 

0 J LA 

• ^ * 

jadlidah 

jadlidatin 

-s ** 

o Ju 
^ “■ -- • 

jadlidah 

jadlidatan 

t. s 

O Jl- Juucw 
~ -- * 

’al jadlidah 

’aljadlidatu 

o i JLa»l 

u « 

^al jadlidah 

?aljadiidati 

- * „ • 

9 al jadlidah 

’aljadlidata 

°, *» 

O jL 1 

V». « 

S' 

qiadiraah 

qaadlmatun 

^ jb 

fs 

qladimah 

qaadlmatin 

s' 

V, ^ 1 ^ 

<?• ^ 

q&adimah 

qaadlmatan 

Ir.li 

*>alqaadimah 

’alqaadlmatu 


’alqaadimah 

’alqaadimati 

V , <" 0 * 

j LsJi 

«*• ^ 

’alqiadimah 

’alqaadlmata 

j Uji 


In pause, words ending in mar 'Want ah drop final vowels and nunation 

(cf. Section 6.) and the t is replaced ’by h. This results in all the pause 
forms being alike. Note the change in the position of primary stress in 
the pause forms of the last six examples as compared to the full forms. 
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2. Words (except those with t£a 9 marbuutah) ending in a 

short vowel or nunation 

PAUSE FORM 


FULL FORM 


jadiid 


jadiidun 



J )uA 

m * 

jadiid 


jadiidin 

S 

_i- JuA 

jadiidaa or 

jadiidan 

jadiidan 

f 

1 Jl_ _X-A 
“ ^ * 

7 al jadiid 


9 "ljadiidu 

ij Jf 

’aljadiid 


? aljadiidi 

S’ 

0 < 

A. J^l 

9 al jadiid 


’aljadiida 

• 

Jji l 

*» ^ • 




> 0 

minh 


minhu 


bih 


bihi 

H-i 

' V 

fiih 


fiihi 

<Ui 




/ W, / 

s 

bilaaduh 


bilaaduhu 

o J> j-L 
• 

S’ 

jiddaa or jiddan 

jiddan 

r- 

« 

kaQxiraa or 

kaQiiran 

kaOiiran 

s 


In pause, all final short vowels and the endings -un and -in are dropped. 
The ending -an is either replaced by -aa or remains unchanged. The re- 
placement by -aa is the Classical form; the unchanged form is more common 
in modern reading. 
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3. Words ending in a long vowel or a consonant 


PAUSE FORM 

FULL FORM 


bilaaduhaa 

bilaaduhaa 





’alkubraa 

’alkubraa 


■’almaadii 

• 

’almctadii 

• 


yatluu 

yatluu 

A 

bilaaduhum 

biliaduhum 





bxkum 

bikum 


faqat 

faqat 

O „ " 

JLii 

jar at 

j£rat 



In pause, words ending in a long vowel or a consonant remain unchanged. 


39* Grammatical considerations 

Up to this point we have described the Arabic writing system with a minimum 
of reference to the grammar of Classical Arabic. That is, we have regarded 
the problem as one involving the interpretation of the writing system with- 
out a knowledge of the grammatical status of the words and forms involved. 
However, it is necessary to know some grammatical facts in order to interpret 
certain peculiarities of spelling, and certain modifications of words when 
they come together within sentences. Most of the following sections will 
involve such facts. 


I 4 .O. Verb forms with a final ’alif 




tarakuu 


’ajiabuu 
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kasaw 


laja’uu 

• 

banaw 

vjz 

’arsaluu 

V-J l 

ramaw 

j 

xarajuu 



The above verbs show the endings -uu and -aw meaning 'plural' . After such 


endings on verbs the writing system shows 
no sound value. Additional examples a 

an 1 *?alif. 

This \ ’alif has 



'J-Ji 

• v* 

ijif 

\ " 
° J V 



1 J ^ ^ 


111. The prefix for "the" 

Read the first word in the right-hand column and then the corresponding 
word in the left-hand column. Continue this way down the list. 


’alkdtlatu 

> s' V 

MUSI 

kutlatun 

*±J 

’alqlwlu 

i / •> 

OiaJ i 

qiwlun 

tJii 

’al’amru 

s' 

^ O r 
o * w * 

’Inrun 

O ■? 

-r* 1 

’albaylanu 

s 

> t * 5 
otut 

M • 

baylanun 

oLr 
. *» * 

’alfursatu 

• 

• O /• 

UoD’i 

fur 3 at un 


’alxabaru 

o >• 

xabarun 

aJ ^ • 

’alxarbu 

O 

• 

Hirbun 

° /T 

* 
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’alhujuumu 

pip' 

« S 

hujuumun 


’alfaayatu 

* ' © i 

UJl 

gaayatun 

«L» U 

w*. 

’alTadadu 

, 0 * 
j juD 1 

Tadadun 

/J ✓ 

J J_C 

^aljariidatu 

- „ A' 
OJujU 1 

jarxidatun 

^ ^ * 

o J 

M * 

’almajlisu 


majlisun 

crp** 

’alwizaaratu 

> „ i ✓ 0 » 

O J 

S 

wizaaratun 

5J'J^ 

S’ 

’alyawmu 

ppf 

yiwraun 


All the words 

in the left-hand column 

show the prefix 

for ’’the 1 '. In 


Classical Arabic this prefix has different forms, depending on the first 
consonant of the word to which it is attached. When the first consonant 
is one of the following; kq’bfxshgf j ra w y , the prefix is 1- 
as in the above examples. 

When a word having this prefix occurs in isolation or at the beginning of 
a sentence, the prefix has the form *>al-. This prefix written as a part of 
the word to which it is attached and does not affect the position of 
primary stress. 

Note the combination ^ laam 9 alif when the prefix is attached to a word 
beginning with the phoneme The | ?alif here does not indicate the 
long vowel aa. 

Additional examples. 



• ® p 

Vi 

M 

O ** 

jij>i 

. • ^ 

s 

> >* ^ ° ' 

j • rrr 

- * ^ 

OpJ’i 


•* -> , ‘A 


• ^ 


? S Q ^ 

s 

i 



$2 


1*2. Variant forms of the prefix for "the" 

y / > 

’attil^awatu o J? jJcJ I tilAavatun 


’at^ariiqu 

’addarsu 

’adduyfiufu 

’aOQaanii 



tariiqun 

darsun 

duyuufun 

Qaanin 


9 a55ahabu 




Sahabun 


’aSSuhru 

• • 





5uhrun 


’assaabiqu 

’assufaufu 

• • 

’asSahaadatu 

’azzaytu 

’annaadii 

’arra’iisu 

’allugatu 



chilli 



sdabiqun 

sufuufun 

Sahaadatun 

zaytun 

naadin 

ra’iisun 

lugatun 


s JjX 
*» < 





9 


J 









o J 




-J 


li 




All the words in the left-hand column show a variant form of the prefix for 
’'the”. When the first consonant of the word is one of the following: t t 
dd65Ssssznrl, the prefix is t- t- d- d- 6- 5- 6- s- s- 5- z- n- 
r- 1- respectively, as in the above examples. That is, the first consonant 
of the word is doubled. 

The Arabic writing system consistently shows the letter J l&am in the prefix 
for "the", and indicates the variants by showing no ° sukuun on the J liam 
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and by placing a w saddah over the first consonant of the underlying word. 


When a word having a variant of the prefix for •Hhe’ 1 occurs in isolation 
or at the beginning of a sentence, the prefix has the form ’at- ’at- ’ad- 
’ad- etc. 


Additional examples. 


* ** | * 


o I 









li3- him* atu^lwasl 

All Arabic words that are pronounced in isolation or at the beginning of a 
sentence with an initial ’ and a following short vowel fall into one of 
two classes: 

1. Those words that retain the initial ’ and the following vowel 
under all conditions. 

2. Those words that drop the initial ’ and the following vowel 
under certain conditions. 

That is, many words that in isolation or at the beginning of a sentence 
begin with one of the following sequences; ’i- ’u- ’a- appear under certain 
conditions within sentences without this sequence. 

The ’ that is always retained is called in Arabic hamzatu_lq4t<r . The ’ that 
is dropped under certain conditions is called hamxatu_lwasl. Words showing 
himzatu lwisl are discussed below. 


U3.1 h4**atu_lwisl preceded by words ending in a short vowel 


Group I 


Oj- SJI 



’alqlwlu 


’annahraani 



’alT aadatu 

^ ^ , 0 » 

O ->UJI 

’al?arabu c > 1 

• 

’al’agAanii 


91 o+.l naal £+.iiV»n A**. 11. * 1 


" 2- 

’alHarbu 

• r 

1 

’arru’asia’u * ^ ^ 

Group II 

maa bayna w nnahr£yni 


<** Orf 0 ** 

wayumklnu lqlwlu 



fii jaziirati_l? arabi 


<_> Ji <_s» 

s' “ ^ •+ 

qaddama_ st iqaalatahu 


1 1 p jl3 

maTa^rru’asAa’i 


jJi C 

O •* ^ ^ 

fawqa .ITaadati 


O SUJ 1 6J^ 


samlVtum b&Tda^l’agaanii 


t qabla lnarbi 


. \ *■ "I • - 'To-' _ ^ . 

csi uL-U I 0“^" ,e y ^-A«- 

’• ^ ^ ^ 


All the words in Group I begin with h&nzatu^lw£sl. The Arabic writing 
system usually indicates the initial ’ in such words by the sign s h&rnzah. 
Some texts omit the sign s hamzah and indicate only the vowel. 

Group II shows these same words in phrases preceded by words that end in 
a short vowel. Here the phoneme 9 and the following vowel drop, and the 
omitted vowel is replaced by the final vowel of the preceding word. Such 
words are joined closely together in pronunciation; we indicate this in 
our transcription by a curved line (_) connecting the words involved. The 
Arabic writing system indicates this by the sign waslah over the \ ?4lif. 

Part of the study of Classical Arabic grammar is learning what words and 
forms begin with himzatu^lwasl. The prefix for w the" is one of the most 
common. 
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Additional examples. 







s Ce*-oLc 


. © • X x 

j3>J» > 








U3.2 hAmzatu„lw3.sl preceded by the prefix for “the’ 1 


’alistiqlialu 

’aliqtisAadu 

’alintidiabu 

’alistixlaasu 

’alistijwaabu 



’iatiqlAalun 

’iqtisaadun 

’intidaabun 

’istixliasun 

’isti^waabun 



All the words in the right-hand column begin with hamzatu_lw£sl. In the 
left-hand column these same words appear with the prefix for "the”. This 
prefix has here the form li- (in isolation and at the beginning of a sen- 
tence ’ali-). However, many Arabs read such words as if they began with 
hamzatu^lqat T . For example, they would read the first item in the left- 
hand column as ’al’istiqlaalu instead of ’alistiqlaalu. 


U3.3 hamzatu„lw6;|l preceded by words ending in a long vowel 
Group I 


nAttaa 

<_r^ 

falaa 


darasuu 


’ilaa 

<_P> 





56 


jalsatuhaa 

\£v "_\.A 

fii 

<j£ 

«* 

Group II 


?ala„zziraa?ti 


’ila*.lintixaabiati 


Hoitta ssaaTati 


darasu_lqadiyyata 

S 


haaSsu. lraawduu? u 


ma ttaxaSAthu 
** 


jalsAtuha^l’uulaa 


fi_ 5Sarqi_ Y> Adnaa 


fi_ jtimaaTin 



* 


haaSaa 

mia 


lii 

b 


<J\ 

- ' " ;■ 

a . 2 l - ll 

"'x c - "it i n ji - " 

°Z L-^aJ I '^9 ^ _i 

£jApt >ii 
^ 'd\ b 

cs^^jJr I a 

f «> c .- . 

CL^->I (_S“, 

(_s» 

< 5 - " • M 


All the words in Group I end in long rowels. Group II shows words that 
begin with hanzatu^lwasl preceded by the words of Group I. In such cases 
the long rowel is replaced by the corresponding short rowel. Additional 
exanples. 



s^o £n lii 
— I u 
rJP l tj? I 

l # * 

csi 

H ' » 
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U3.U hamzatu_lvasl preceded by certain words ending in -aa and -uu 


xatt£a ssikkati 


waHadaria^ljalsata 



manduubia^lHukdnmati 
imistamiTuu w laadii0i 
manduubuu lHukuumati 







> > « /- 
^ 2 JL^ 


The endings -aa 'dual* and -uu 'plural' (with nouns and adjectives) are 
sometimes pronounced long before a following word beginning with himzatu^ 
lw&sl. This occurs chiefly in a very careful reading style; more often 
these long vowels are replaced by the corresponding short ones, as de- 
scribed in Section <U3.3. 


U3.5 himzatu^lwligl preceded by words ending in consonants 
Group I 


“’iliykum 


?6n 

• ^ 
Cr* 

hum 


qad 

• : 
JL3 

min 

O 

bltHaQat 

, l » 

V, « 




o * 

b5naw 

bida’at 

< 1 1 Ju 

manduubiyni 

. ° " , 0 

samiTtum 

> 

• \ ^ ^ 


Group II 



I 


? an i.lmawd'dtrt'i 

-•* • 
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qadi_ntahizna_lfursata 

b&RaQati^llijnatu 

bAda 9 at liuai r akatu 

saaiTtumu lxitaaba 
* 

’ilaykumu l’axbaaru 

htimu^llaSlina saafaruu 

mlni_qtiraaHaatin 

min a lqur’Aani lkariimi 

banawi^baadlinata 

min manduub^yi^lnukdunati 



All the words in Group I end in a consonant. Group II shows these same 
words immediately preceding words that begin with' hamzatu^lwasl. Here 
these words add a final Towel, in most cases the vowel i. The word min 
has two variants i mina before the prefix for "the” and mini elsewhere. 


The treatment of the endings -aw ’plural* and -ay 'dual* (the last two 
examples in Group II) before a following h5mzatu_lwasl is uncertain. 
According to some grammarians they add a final -i, thus: -awi, -ayi. 
This treatment will be followed here. Additional examples. 



Ch= 

** * 
s - ~ I'f > \s l " ^ 

r->LXJI r J r Lc _> 

|/ "* • T £ 

l JL5 


»• > • * 


J \ <. ULo j 

✓ 

a V « 


J 



U3«6 h4mzatu_lwasl preceded by words ending in nunation 
Group I 


59 


gArban 

t -r 

Lj> 

9 islAaniLi 

• 

\ 

S 

Simaalan 


mas 9 Alatun 


9 ax£iran 

1 

Tan mas 9 Ala tin 

u-c 

Group II 





9 islAaH nni w jtimaaT iyyun 
mas 9 Alatuni w qtisaadiyyatun 
T An mas 9 Alat ini^qt i s aadi yyat in 
yaHudduhaa garbani^lbanru 
waSimialani^lj ibAalu 
wa 9 axiirani ntahati ddawratu 


All the words in Group I end in nunation, that is, the endings -un -in -an. 
Group II shows these same words immediately preceding words that begin with 
hamzatu^lwasl. Here these words add a final -i. Note that this final -i 
is not indicated in the Arabic writing system. 



U3.7 Omission of 9 Alif with waslah 


lil’usbAu? i 
litta’liifi 


t > o s O 

* — — UJ 


lilHukuumati 

lilijtimaa^i 





lirra’iisi 


lilT&nali 



O 



When the preposition J li- is added to a word that has the prefix for “the 
the I ? Alif and the sign <- vaslah of the prefix are omitted. 

I 

W 

bismiJLlSahi I ^ ^ ’isnmn 

s 

The word f* I ’ismun begins with himzatu-lwasl. When the preposition 
■J bi- is added to this word in the above solemn introductory formula, 
the"" I ’4lif and the sign *- w&slah are omitted. This omission occurs 
only in the above formula j elsewhere the Arabic writing system shows the 
composite letter f , as in the following examples. 



blsmi.rra’lisi 


i 

<_s J0T 




blsmi *a?d4a’i_nn4adii 



